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Support for the Patrol Needed

As you may have read in the BOCA eNews, the
Southampton/BOCA Patrol Service had a serious
cash flow short-

SOUTHAMPTON/ fall threatening to
BOULEVARD QAKS reduce or even
PATROL SERVICE eliminate the

services provided
by the Patrol. That issue has been addressed for the
short term through new and renewed subscriptions
and additional contributions by neighborhood
residents in response to our and other
neighborhoods’ eblasts, as well as short-term loans
made by Southampton Civic Club, Boulevard Oaks
Civic Association (BOCA) and the Southampton
Place Extension POA.

It takes about $500,000 each year for the Patrol and
its off-duty HPD officers to be in the neighborhoods
24/7/365. To keep the Patrol viable and ensure that
it can continue to provide its services in the long
term, it will need to significantly expand its
subscriber base and, just as important, maintain
that subscriber base over time. The current
management of the Patrol, which consists of a five-
member board of directors appointed by the three
civic associations, is focused on a plan to achieve
that increase, but it needs everyone’s assistance for
the plan to succeed.

The two recent armed robberies within
Southampton alleys highlight the critical importance
of the Patrol. The best way you can support the
Patrol is to continuously subscribe and encourage
your neighbors to do the same. If you are not a
subscriber, please subscribe today. To become a
subscriber, or to make an additional contribution,
visit https://sbps.memberclicks.net.

A Patrol flag in your front yard is one way to let your
neighbors know that you support the Patrol and are
part of the solution. New Patrol flags will be
delivered to subscribers in December. If you are a
subscriber and do not receive a flag, please contact
the Patrol at SouthamptonBocaPatrol@yahoo.com

or call 713-825-3558. If a neighbor doesn’t have a
Patrol flag after the new flags are delivered, ask why
not.

Here are several additional suggestions regarding
how you can help improve your safety:
¢ Be alert to your surroundings. Do not enter your
garage until you are comfortable that you are not
being followed.
¢ Close your garage door as soon as you enter your
garage and turn off your engine.
¢ If you are walking in the neighborhood and see
someone loitering on foot or in a vehicle who
seems to be “casing” the area, call the Patrol at
713-825-5555 and ask the officer to investigate.
¢ If you report a suspicious vehicle to the Patrol,
try to take a picture of the license plate. This
may assist the Patrol if the vehicle speeds off in
response to the approaching officer.
¢ And as always, do not leave any valuable items
in plain view inside any vehicles parked on the
street or in an ungated driveway.

For homes on blocks with rear alleys:

¢ Drive around your block and look down your
alley before entering the alley to get to your
garage. If you see anyone loitering in the alley
or in a vehicle at either end of the alley, call the
Patrol at 713-825-5555 and ask the officer to
investigate.

e Be alert to your surroundings. If an unfamiliar
vehicle follows you into an alley, pass by your
garage and drive around the block. Do not enter
your garage until you are comfortable that you
are not being followed.

¢ Consider joining with your neighbors to install
cameras and lights at the entrances of your alley.

[The Patrol is a separate 501c4 organization that
was formed as a joint project of BOCA and
Southampton some 35 years ago. We encourage
everyone to support the Patrol. To reach the officer
on duty call 713-825-5555]
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ADOPT-A-DRAIN

HPUSTON

The City of Houston’s Adopt-a-Drain program was
implemented to keep neighborhood storm sewers free
of debris and yard waste which cause backups during
downpours. The City recommends cleaning 10 feet on
either side of drains at least four times a year (or more
often in neighborhoods with numerous street trees).
Although this is something that most residents already
do in Boulevard Oaks, there are many corners where
leaves are left piled up for weeks and months at a
time.

The City spends $13 million of our tax dollars annually
on maintenance of its 115,000 storm drains. So,
formal adoption has the advantage of taking one more
drain off the City’s maintenance list and will help all of
us to rest more soundly during the rainy season.

Interested? Visit www.HoustonAdoptaDrain.org.

The Adopt-a-Drain website has information about the
adoption process and guidance about how to safely
clear drains. If your storm drain is seriously clogged,
please make a report to the 311 system (713-837-0311
from a cell phone).

If you do notice a storm drain that is not working
properly, please report it to the city’s 311 system.
Crews will still perform maintenance on badly clogged
drains upon request.
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As of the date of this publication, 11 of the storm
drains in Boulevard Oaks have been adopted, but 136
are still available. Don’t miss your chance to name
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your drain! Some of the names selected have been
hilarious. Drains at Banks and Woodhead are
named “Brain Drain on Banks" and “The Rain in
Spain Lies Mainly in My Drain.” Create your own
names. Let’s keep leaves out of the storm-drain
system and reduce street flooding. Newly adopted
drains with catchy names will be featured in a future
edition of this newsletter.

[Note: Blowing or sweeping leaves down a storm
drain is against the law and carries a hefty fine. If
you see anyone blowing leaves down a storm drain,
politely ask him to stop. If s/he will not, take a
picture or video and contact the Patrol or HPD.]

Coyote Sightings-Protect Your Pets
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Coyotes have been sighted recently in near
Boulevard Oaks. Be sure to safeguard your pets by
bringing them in at night when coyotes are most
active and are out prowling in search of a meal.

Coyotes can carry/transmit certain infectious
diseases to your dogs and cats such as distemper,
parvovirus, rabies, and others. They can also be a
source of mange (mites), fleas, ticks, intestinal
worms, and other parasites that they can pass along
to your pets.

Coyotes are opportunistic feeders. Here are some
reminders to help keep them away from the
neighborhood:

e Don’t feed leave pet food outside.

e Securely cover your trash and recycling cans.

¢ Don’t add meat, bones, etc., to your compost pile.
¢ Ensure compost bins are well covered and
secured.

e Clean your outdoor grill after each use.

¢ Keep cats indoors especially between the dusk
and dawn hours when coyotes are most active.

¢ Don't leave dogs tied up outside, esp. small ones.
¢ Report sightings to info@BoulevardOaks.org.
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It’s Tree Planting Season
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Boulevard Oaks is considered by some to be one of the
most beautiful neighborhoods in North America. In
1987, the New York Times described South Boulevard as
the "most magnificent residential street in America."
The most important factor in this beauty, as the Times
article suggests, is the neighborhood's most prized
possession: its street trees.

"Street trees" are the trees which line the streets in the
area between the sidewalk and the curb, also known as
the "parkway" or "tree lawn." In 1983, Trees for
Boulevard Oaks began as a project of our civic
association. Residents mapped existing street trees and
identified the locations where additional trees were
needed. It was determined that a total of 2,300 street
trees were required to create a perfect pattern, of which
1,200 were in place and 1,100 needed to be planted.
Although we achieved and surpassed our goal 14 years
ago, the program has extended the arbor to include
Bissonnet to Kirby and the Southwest Freeway from
Kirby to Hazard. In all, the project has now planted over
1600 thanks to the care and generosity of neighbors.
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Most of our street trees were planted in the 1920s and
1930s. Trees that have been well cared for should
thrive well into their 70s and 80s and beyond, but
those that are neglected, damaged by construction
(soil compaction), sidewalk and sprinkler
installations (severed major roots), drought, public
improvement projects, and storms, are not faring so
well. As street trees are lost, it is essential to our
neighborhood’s character that we continually plant
replacements.

Help maintain our beautiful urban forest of street
trees by making a tax-deductible contribution to the
neighborhood’s tree fund administered by Trees for
Houston. Your donation will allow us to plant and
replace trees that have been lost in recent years.

If you have a specific need for a street tree, visit
http://www.BoulevardOaks.org/Pages/Trees.htm
where you can find information and a payment link
to donate to our general tree fund. This is a
wonderful opportunity to honor a friend or family
member with a beautiful and lasting tribute a holiday
gift. Our project’s partner, Trees for Houston, will
send a card notifying the honoree.

Six Ways to Help Preserve Our
Beautiful Urban Forest

e Make your annual tax-deductible contribution to
Trees for Houston (memo: “Boulevard Oaks Fund”).

o If street trees are not in place in the parkway in front
of your home, plant them by way of a tax-deductible
contribution to our program in conjunction with
Trees for Houston.

¢ Keep other shrubs and ornamental plant material out
of the parkway. Shrubs and plantings rob street trees
of the water and nutrients they need and diminish the
visual effect of the street trees.

e Don't cut down a street tree without written
permission from City Forestry (311). Removing a
street tree without a permit is a criminal offense.
Please call the Houston Urban Forestry
Rangers at (832) 395-7100 if you see a tree being
illegally removed or damaged.

¢ Consult a reputable forester before beginning

construction of homes, sidewalks, driveways, or
additions, and before installing irrigation systems and
decorative lighting. Almost any type of construction
within the dripline of a mature tree is guaranteed to
be fatal. Sidewalk variance support letters will be
issued upon request.

If you have questions, need advice before embarking

on a project, or if you have a dead or sick tree and

require assistance, contact info@BoulevardOaks.org.
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BOCA Membership Reminder

We are still in the midst of our
membership drive for the 2022-23
fiscal year. A reminder mailing was
recently sent to neighbors who have
not joined or renewed their membership for the
year. If you are unsure about your membership’s
status, please email us at info@BoulevardOaks.org
Visit us online at BoulevardOaks.org and click the
blue Join button in order to pay your dues
electronically. Or mail checks to BOCA, PO Box
540331, Houston, TX 77254-0331.

Mandell Park Alert

For all who visit Mandell Park at 1500-1510
Richmond Ave. at Mandell St., please be aware that
a man has been loitering in the park recently and
has been verbally threatening the gardeners and
other visitors to the park. The police have been
called several times and we have also been
instructed to contact the Urban Park Rangers if this
man is behaving problematically. If you are at the
park and feel unsafe, please contact the city’s Urban
Park Rangers at 832-395-7100. For emergencies,
call 911.

Sign up for City Alerts - Including
Trash Service Day Reminders

Would you like to receive emails
about important issues with the City
that are of interest to you and the
neighborhood?

Subscribe to AlertHouston and to
CitizensNet for breaking news about flooding,
crime, trash service reminders etc. at
https://houstonemergency.org/alerts/

Thanks to our Sponson

JENNIFER DELANGE
WOLFGANG PUCK CATERING

EXQUISITE EXPERIENCES IN YOUR HOME, OFFICE OR EVENT VENUE

JENNIFER.DELANGE@WOLFGANGPUCK.COM
917-586-6968

YOUR BOULEVARD OAKS NEIGHBOR SINCE 1972
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City Trash & Recycling Reminders
1) Place leaves and grass clippings in city approved bags
at the curb on trash day or have crews haul bags and
debris away when servicing your lawn. Loose yard waste
should not be dumped into trash or recycling containers.
2) When placing bins on the street, maintain at least 3
feet of width between them to ensure proper operation of
automated collection equipment.

3) Limit on-street parking on trash day and ensure there
is enough space between vehicles and bins to allow crews
to safely collect trash. Cars blocking bins may result in
missed collection.

4) Report Missed Collection to 311 by calling 713-837-
0311. The City has 5 business days to return to collect
missed trash. It’s best to make a report on the same day
to help ensure that crews return within the same week.
5) Do you have excess trash that won’t fit in your bin?
The city offers “Tags for Bags” that can be purchased at
local stores.

6) Visit www.Houstontx.gov/solidwaste for more
information about the city trash and recycling collection.

Recycling Rules

Place only clean recyclables in the green bins.
Dirty, drippy, smelly food containers are unwelcome
additions and disrupt the recycling process through
contamination.

Plastics - place only CLEAN, hard plastic containers in
recycling bins. No plastic bags of any kind should be
placed in the container. However, pliable and clean
plastic bags can be recycled at local grocery stores.

Cardboard - Only Flattened Cardboard allowed.

Styrofoam is not allowed in the city’s green bin, but it
can be taken to the Westpark Recycling Center (WRC).

For excess recycling, or to recycle any time, visit the
WRC near Fountain View at US59 where staff will
unload your vehicle. Styrofoam and electronics are also
accepted at the WRC.

City Trash & Recycling Schedule
T Regular curbside collection Tuesday
1y Yard Waste (bagged/bundled) Tuesday
7 Recycling (Tues. B): every other Tuesday

Nov. 8 & 22
Jan. 4,17 & 31 Feb. 7 & 21 E)
Bins and yard waste may be placed at the curb
after 6 p.m. the evening before collection.
Remove bins by 10 p.m. on collection day.
7y Heavy Trash: Tree debris is collected monthly.
Junk waste is collected in even months only.

Blocks East of Greenbriar: ....... 1st Friday
Blocks West of Greenbriar: ...... 3rd Monday

Dec. 6 & 20 “ Y
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Thanks to our Sponson

Holiday Caroling Party

4:00 Sund
Your Boulevard Oaks Realtor pm sunday

providing you 12/11/2022
Integrity. Dilgence. Privacy. South Blvd. @ Hazard St.
on the Poe Elementary Deck

Everyone Welcome!

BOCA Officers & Directors

(July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023)

President Radu Tutos
President-elect Stefan Murry

Vice president Jennifer DeLange
Treasurer Bob Wright
Secretary Helen Toombs
Past President Sue Payne
Directors Kristina Bush
2020 - 2023 Richard Holt

Jean Jenner
Sue Lawson

g 2021 - 2024 Kevin Bonebrake
< Trey Christensen
: () Katherine Mach
AndreW MCCOIn S Jenny Williams
713.526.4847 .
andrewmccain@compass.com ©® 2022 - 2025 Allison Brooks
Q Steve Grossman
Penelope Loughhead
Free Property Market Vaulation, upon request. Julie Mastroianni
Committees
Historic Districts Steve Grossman &
Geoffrey Walker
o Public Works John Cutler
Private Trash Schedule Trees Hank Segelke &
Edgemont & Broadacres is collected by Wallace Hooker
WCA Waste: 281-368-8397 Website Dave Shine
Household Trash & Yard Waste....Tues. & Fri. Photographer Elaine Mut
Recycling.......ccceeeevveniieecieniieennnen, Friday Patrol/ Night Out Trey Christensen
Heavy Trash .......ccccceeeevveeieeennnee. By request Mark Arnold
Cherokee (5300 blqcks qf Cherokee & Mandell) is Caroling Party Stephanie Pedigo &
collected by Texas Pride Disposal: 713-705-3534 Shannon Allen
. . Mixer TBD
Subscribe to the BOCA Listserve E Easter Egg Hunt Bonnie Coffman
All neighbors are invited to subscribe to our electronic 4" of July Party ?On;a Yanowski
news and crime alerts list. To subscribe, send a ue rayne

. . L
message to info@BoulevardOaks.org with your name Sue Lawson

and address. Executive Director Evalyn Krudy
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Poe Deck Replacement at North Blvd. and Hazard

The deck around the gracious Live Oak tree at the corner of Hazard and North Blvd. has been a gathering spot for
school children and neighbors. Last month it was removed due to concerns about safety. For more than a decade the
deck has served as an outdoor classroom and resting spot. The PTO is in obtaining bids for a replacement. If you
would like to make a tax-deductible contribution toward the new deck, please send donations to Poe PTO, 5100
Hazard (77098). include "Deck" in the memo line.



